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rate of around 32 percent. This program 
is just one of so many ways that Re-
publican policies are providing a boost 
to the very communities that Demo-
cratic policies systematically left be-
hind. 

The opportunity zones, by the way, 
were the idea of Senator TIM SCOTT 
from South Carolina, who was able to 
insert them into the pay raise—into 
the tax reform bill. 

So there are bonuses, pay raises, and 
tax cuts for middle-class families today 
and the foundation for more invest-
ment and more jobs tomorrow. 

f 

APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, on 
a related matter, I am proud that on 
this Congress’s watch, our economy 
has produced so many job opportuni-
ties for the American people. 

Here was the AP’s headline a few 
weeks ago: ‘‘Open jobs outnumber US 
unemployed for 3rd straight month.’’ 
But that growth and prosperity needs 
to reach all families and all commu-
nities. That means expanding Ameri-
cans’ opportunities to invest in their 
own human capital by building new 
skills and transitioning into growing 
industries. That is why the appropria-
tions legislation the Senate is cur-
rently considering provides billions of 
dollars for training and employment 
services. It includes $160 million for ap-
prenticeship programs, $220 million for 
dislocated workers, with a special $30 
million emphasis on displaced workers 
in rural communities like those I rep-
resent in Eastern and Western Ken-
tucky, and just under $100 million to 
integrate ex-offenders back into pro-
ductive society. 

These are just a few of the important 
items that our appropriation for Labor, 
Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation will fund. 

It provides the resources to continue 
investing in college affordability 
through Pell grants, Federal work- 
study programs, and programs specifi-
cally aimed at low-income and first- 
generation students. 

It contains a $2 billion funding in-
crease for the National Institutes of 
Health, paving the way for important 
research and, we hope, new medical 
breakthroughs. 

Crucially, it will supply more re-
sources for treatment, prevention, and 
recovery programs pertaining to the 
opioid epidemic. State opioid response 
grants put States in the driver’s seat so 
local responses can be tailored to local 
challenges. This legislation funds them 
to the tune of $1.5 billion. In addition, 
there are hundreds of millions of dol-
lars for community health centers, 
hundreds of millions for prevention and 
public awareness, and more for re-
search into the nature of this addiction 
and alternatives for managing pain. 
There is over $100 million in targeted 
help for rural communities, like those 
in Kentucky, which continue to bear 
the brunt of this national crisis. 

I was proud to secure $5 million for a 
brandnew Centers for Disease Control 
initiative to help prevent the spread of 
infectious diseases like HIV and hepa-
titis B and C, which are a consequence 
of the opioid epidemic. The CDC is di-
rected to prioritize high-risk areas, in-
cluding 54 counties in Kentucky. 

This legislation also contains provi-
sions from my CAREER Act, which 
would dedicate new Federal funds to 
career and training services so that re-
covering substance abuse patients can 
transition back into the workforce and 
begin to rebuild their lives. 

In sum, the appropriations measures 
we are considering this week invest in 
human capital from all angles. They 
will put new tools in the hands of dis-
tressed communities, of workers who 
need new skills, and of families who 
need help defeating drug addiction. 

I thank the subcommittee chairman, 
Senator BLUNT, and the ranking mem-
ber, Senator MURRAY, for their bipar-
tisan work on the Labor-HHS title. I 
look forward to voting in support of 
this legislation, along with the vital 
funding for the Department of Defense, 
in the coming days. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

NOMINATION OF BRETT 
KAVANAUGH 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, yes-
terday I met with President Trump’s 
nominee for the Supreme Court, Judge 
Brett Kavanaugh. Our conversation 
covered many different topics. Unfortu-
nately, Judge Kavanaugh refused to 
answer even the most basic questions 
about his jurisprudence. 

He refused to say if he believed Roe 
was correctly decided. He refused to 
say if he believed Casey was correctly 
decided. He could not name for me a re-
striction on a woman’s right to choose 
that he would consider an undue bur-
den. Even when I asked him if a ban on 
abortion after only 4 to 6 weeks would 
be an undue burden, he said he couldn’t 
answer that. 

He could not tell me if he believed 
the Affordable Care Act was constitu-
tional. Nor would he answer or recall 
his level of involvement in a number of 
controversies during his time in the 
Bush White House, a portion of his 
record the Senate has been denied ac-
cess to by the Republican majority. 

Now, I understand the imperative all 
judges face not to bias themselves by 
commenting on cases that could come 
before their court, but these are some 
basic questions of already decided 
cases. Furthermore, I told Judge 
Kavanaugh that he is in a different 
place than others. 

President Trump has said that he 
will only appoint nominees who will 
undo Roe v. Wade. President Trump 
has said he will only appoint nominees 
who will declare the ACA unconstitu-
tional. Judge Kavanaugh is under a 
burden to refute that. 

I asked him if, even when he sat with 
the President, did he tell the President 
not to count on him, that he will not 
absolutely vote to repeal Roe. He 
didn’t. 

So Kavanaugh has a burden beyond 
that of a normal Justice because of 
what President Trump, the person who 
selected him, has said unequivocally. 

So here is Justice Kavanaugh’s si-
lence or refusal to commit to even the 
most common things that should be 
said. He said he would say Brown was 
correctly decided. Why can’t he say 
Roe was correctly decided? There is his 
silence, especially given his recent 
praises of dissent in Roe and Casey. In 
2016 and 2017 he praised Justice 
Rehnquist and Justice Scalia’s views 
that Casey and Roe were decided 
wrongly. What is anyone supposed to 
reasonably believe? 

Given that President Trump said 
that he will only choose people who 
will repeal Roe and declare ACA uncon-
stitutional, given that he has praised 
the dissents in Roe and Casey, the fact 
that he was unwilling to refute any of 
that in any way or to even say that a 
limit on abortion after 4 weeks was an 
undue burden should raise real ques-
tions for any American who believes in 
choice and who believes in the con-
stitutionality of government helping 
with healthcare, including preexisting 
conditions. 

Then, there is one issue we discussed 
yesterday that took on a whole new 
light mere minutes after our discussion 
concluded. I asked Judge Kavanaugh 
about his remarkably expansive views 
on executive authority. As context, 
Judge Kavanaugh has said that Presi-
dents should not be subject to criminal 
or civil investigations while in office. 
He said the only remedy for a Presi-
dent who committed a serious crime is 
impeachment by Congress. 

So I asked Judge Kavanaugh a more 
basic question: Does he believe that a 
sitting President must comply with a 
subpoena or testify or provide records? 
He would not say that the President 
must comply with a subpoena. 

I asked him that in the most extreme 
situation: In a criminal investigation 
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